
 

 

 

Media Release 
Huon Aquaculture comments for the Mercury from Frances Bender, Huon 

Aquaculture co-Founder and Executive Director: 

 

“Today’s publication of IMAS’s study into how salmon respond to warming water and 

falling oxygen could not be more timely. 

 

“Sometimes science gives you answers you’d rather not have but you have to be fearless in 

asking questions. We now know that salmon are robust but we also know that dissolved 

oxygen conditions play a major role in the health and well-being of our fish as well as the 

environment. 

 

“Huon embraces the science and we apply it to our own operations, particularly in Macquarie 

Harbour. We are pleased to have participated in this research, in the second half of 2016 

when environmental conditions reached critical levels, we were able see exactly what was 

happening on our farms and with our fish throughout the day, every day.  

 

The findings of the IMAS study confirms research commissioned by Huon Aquaculture and 

undertaken by renowned researcher Dr Tim Dempster in 2016.  The research led Huon to 

reduce its own stocking levels and install oxygenation equipment whilst calling on the 

government to reduce the total industry biomass in the Harbour to less than 10,000 tonnes 

 

“Findings like these can’t be ignored by governments, regulators or salmon farmers.  

 

“There has been a lot of attention recently on the use of waste capture in Macquarie Harbour 

but no mention about the impact on dissolved oxygen that a biomass of 16,000t will have.  

 

IMAS scientists and the EPA Director, as recently as today, have said that dissolved oxygen 

levels in the mid-waters of Macquarie Harbour are seriously low and yet the intention is to 

carry a massive biomass through the rest of 2017 and into summer when conditions are at 

their worst.  

 

“Today’s research release is a wake-up call to all of us that we have to focus on the things 

that matter in Macquarie Harbour and that is dissolved oxygen.  

 

“Right now, our own monitoring is showing that dissolved oxygen in the deepest waters is 

falling rapidly despite an improvement earlier this year.  

 

“Our monitoring is consistent with what we are also seeing from the confidential but real-

time IMAS data. 

 

“For the sake of community confidence and transparency of decision making, Huon believes 

that there be should be greater access to this real-time independent IMAS data. Huon’s own 

scientists have urged IMAS and the other project stakeholders to increase access but until that 

happens we will continue to publish our own monitoring on the Huon Aquaculture website.  

 



 

 

 

Media Release 
“Robust science is the only thing that will ensure salmon farming continues safely and 

sustainably now and in the future, so I for one will keep putting up Huon’s hand to take part 

in great scientific studies like the one released today.  
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Huon Aquaculture contact: Jane Gallichan, Corporate Affairs Manager, 

jane.gallichan@huonaqua.com.au or 0400 159 664 


