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Yellowtail Kingfish statement 

Between 13 and 18 January, a four-day severe weather event between was experienced at the 
Marine Aquaculture Research Lease (MARL) site in Providence Bay, Port Stephens, with the nearest 
wave buoy to the lease recording heights of over 11 meters.  

One of the five pens was damaged during the weather event and 20,000 farmed Yellowtail Kingfish 
escaped. The Escapee Recapture Protocol was immediately enacted and over 3,000 fish have been 
recovered. To allow staff to undertake the recapture and repair efforts safely, a temporary fishing 
ban is in place within the lease until mid-next week.   

Huon is undertaking an investigation into the cause of the escape and early indications suggest that 
equipment design is not the lead cause of equipment failure rather, findings indicate the nets 
detached from the sea pens as a result of barnacles cutting through ropes. 

Importantly the Fortress pens withstood the storm intact it was the sharp barnacles effectively 
cutting through a number of ropes which led to the remaining ropes becoming overloaded and then 
failing during the severe weather conditions. Due to the location of the cut ropes, it was not 
identified through regular visual inspection and was only discovered when the pen was partially 
deconstructed during the investigation. 

Preliminary findings also indicate that the relative inexperience of the research project team and 
human error were also contributing factors. This experience is a clear example of why trials and 
research are undertaken at a small scale before commercial operations begin. 

Taking immediate effect, Huon will increase their sea pen inspections and augment them with the 
use of underwater remote operated vehicles with cameras attached, to make sure they know when 
there are barnacles present and can clean them off as quickly as possible. To assist the research 
team during this time, several senior staff have been sent to the operation.  

Huon is researching the behavioural and feeding responses of the escaped fish as Huon continues to 
implement the Escapee Recapture Protocol but doesn’t believe the escaped fish will have a 
significant impact on wild fish populations in the area. 

Huon take full responsibility for the escape and will implement all recommendations contained in 
the incident report once finalised.  
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