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Today, Huon Aquaculture Executive Director Frances Bender responded to the Macquarie Harbour 
draft biomass decision released through court proceedings last week and public statements made by 
the EPA Director regarding the science underpinning the Macquarie Harbour expansion.  

“Unfortunately he’s a bit late to the party and the comments he has made do not stand up to 
scrutiny,” said Mrs Bender.  

“The EPA Director may claim to have reduced biomass levels but he has done no such thing. 

“It is Mother Nature that has set our biomass limit not the EPA Director.  

“Disease outbreak and stock losses caused by poor environmental conditions and poor biosecurity 
practices have set the biomass limit.  

“His current draft biomass level is based on the current number of fish left alive in the Harbour.  

The draft biomass letter states “As a result of these biomass projections I see no need to make a 
biomass decision for the summer of 2018/19 that reduces the biomass level below this number.”  

“The biomass is now back to pre-expansion levels. We hope that it is sufficient to see some 
improvement in environmental conditions.  

In the same media interview, the EPA Director suggested the model used to deliver the salmon 
farming expansion was wrong.  

The model was a “best guess” at how the environment may respond to the expansion of salmon 
farming and is why operations in the Harbour were meant to start small and scale up slowly to 
“prove” if the model is accurate. 

“The EPA Director is right. The model was wrong and he has known that, as have all the salmon 
farmers and the Government, since 2014.  

“Since 2014 the science was showing the model was wrong. 

“The science wasn’t wrong. It was ignored,” she said.  

Huon Aquaculture believes that the big issue in Macquarie Harbour right now is biosecurity and the 
draft biomass letter does not address it.  

“Biosecurity is the single biggest risk to production in Macquarie Harbour this year following the 
POMV outbreak.  

“We believe the mixing of year classes (young fish with old fish) has been the cause of the POMV 
outbreak.  

“We identified it as a risk to all farmers and the Tasmanian Government in writing last September 
before the outbreak.  



 

 
“We will be discussing this issue with the new Minister as soon as possible because we need to 
manage the disease back to low levels in Macquarie Harbour as a matter of urgency,” she concluded.  
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