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WHALE POINT SALMON NURSERY – HUON’S “QUIET” ACHIEVER 

The Environmental Protection Authority has confirmed that Huon Aquaculture’s Whale Point Salmon 
Nursery is fully compliant with permit requirements regarding noise.   

An independent noise audit into Huon Aquaculture’s Whale Point Salmon Nursery recently assessed 
the site with data demonstrating that overall noise levels at the site have decreased between the 
initial planning stages in July 2017 and when it became fully operational during the May 2019 
testing. 

The report, undertaken by Hobart-based engineering company Noise Vibration Consulting, was 
conducted over a period of three weeks during May, with readings taken during the day, evening, 
and night-time hours due to the site being operational 24 hours a day, seven days a week. 

Whale Point operates under an environmental licence issued by Tasmania’s Environmental 
Protection and the audit was compared against the noise control requirements set out in the 
environmental licence. 

The facility was specifically designed to minimise operational noise to the site. For example, noise 
sources (such as water treatment plant) are placed internally and located on the southern side of the 
building, facing away from residents. Acoustic louvres have been built into façade walls to reduce 
noise while ozone and chiller rooms also have additional ceiling panels.  

With the main traffic corridor, the Huon Highway, nearby and the nearest residence half a kilometre 
from the site, testing was undertaken at a nearby residence (800m from the Nursery) in order to 
suitably assess Huon Aquaculture’s noise impact on the local community. 

The report concludes that the strongest noise was attributable to traffic on the highway followed by 
general rural noises (animals, birds, distant farm machinery).  

The full report is available here >  

ENDS 

Huon Aquaculture contact: Pene Snashall psnashall@huonaqua.com.au 0418 313 414 

Background: 
 

• Whale Point operates under the EPA permit Environmental No. 9692 (see over page for 
details): 

 

 

 

https://www.huonaqua.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Noise-Report-Final-May-2019-Whale-Point.pdf
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“N1 Noise emission limits 

1. Noise emissions from the activity when measured at any noise sensitive premises in other 
ownership and expressed as the equivalent continuous A-weighted sound pressure level must 
not exceed:  
1.1 45 dB between 0700 and 1800 hours (Day time); and 
1.2 40 dB between 1800 and 2200 hours (Evening time); and 
1.3 35 dB between 2200 and 0700 hours (Night time) 

2. Where the combined level of noise from the activity and the normal ambient noise exceeds 
the noise levels stated above, this condition will not be considered to be breached unless the 
noise emissions from the activity are audible and exceed the ambient noise levels by at least 
5 dB. 

 

 


