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STORM BAY –  OFF SHORE FARMING 
• In 2014, Huon completely changed the way we farmed—we shut down our shallowest inshore sites 

in the Huon River and established new sites in deeper, higher energy areas in Storm Bay.  

• Huon operates six farm lease sites in Storm Bay on the Eastern side of Bruny Island, which is 
located within a Marine Farming Development Plan (MFDP) area. Of the six, we have five active 
leases, East of Yellow Bluff and four lease areas zoned Storm Bay 1, 2, 3 and 4 (SB1-4). In 2014, 
Trumpeter Bay was the first active offshore lease although this was decommissioned in late 2019 to 
allow for better separation between the remaining leases.  

• The location of each offshore lease has been determined by the right combination of good water 
flow, wave action (high energy) and coarse sand sediment on the seafloor, along with community 
consultation. 

• With stringent biosecurity principles applied to the farming area, each farm lease is positioned to 
maximise the distance between salmon production zones, thereby reducing the risk of disease 
transfer between year classes in the MFDP area.   

• The production limit for Storm Bay is regulated through an industry-wide Total Permissible Dissolved 
Nitrogen Output (TPDNO), with a combined production limit of approximately 1721.31 tonnes per 
annum. Huon has 56 per cent of the TPDNO, the remaining ratio is split between Tassal at 28 per 
cent and Petuna 16 per cent. This limit is determined by the Director of the Environmental Protection 
Authority (EPA). 

 

F A R M I N G  L E A S E S :  

Our East of Yellow Bluff (EoYB) lease is approx. 1,200 x 2,200m (260Ha) and currently situated 1.5km 
offshore. EoYB is regulated by the State Government under Marine Farming Lease Licence 281 to carry out 
farming in State waters. The associated EPA compliance falls under Environmental Licence 10180. 

The primary purpose of the EoYB lease is to stock smolt (our younger fish) which are grown to an average 
weight around 1.5-2kg. We are currently farming 18 168m pens (so it is currently well below 50 per cent 
capacity). 

The SB 1- 4 zones are four 50Ha leases within a total lease area of 200Ha to the south (toward Cape 
Queen Elizabeth) sited from 1.2 to 1.8km off the Bruny Island. SB zones receive the 1.5-2kg sized fish from 
EoYB and grow these to harvest. These sites are in deeper water to accommodate the larger 240m pens 
which are positioned to improve biosecurity through better separation of salmon year-classes. We currently 
have 18 pens at this site.   

SB1-4 is regulated by the State Government under the Marine Farming Lease Licence 261 to carry out 
marine farming in State waters.  

A very conservative estimate of the area of Storm Bay is 59,860Ha, of which our farming area is 460Ha; less 
than one per cent.  
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V E S S E L S  &  O F F S H O R E  A C T I V I T Y  

Huon’s wellboats, the Ronja Storm and Ronja Huon, and Huon’s feed barges are some of the larger vessels 
designed to service our offshore sites.  

The Ronja Storm is the largest wellboat in the world, both in terms of ship size and water holding capacity; at 
116 metres long and 23 metres wide, she has a total water storage volume (including treatment tanks) of 
over 13,000 cubic metres and holds 800 tonnes of fish at a time (equivalent to an entire 240m Fortress Pen).  
The Storm also contains an on-board desalination plant that produces 700,000 litres of freshwater every 
hour by converting seawater; reducing our need to travel to get freshwater.  

The Ronja Storm will transfer smolt to sea and bath fish at sea with the ability to conduct multiple baths per 
day. See Fact Sheet – Ronja Storm for more details.  

The Ronja Huon is 75 metres long wellboat (with 3,000m³ holding capacity) and will serve as a harvest 
transfer vessel; whereby fish can be offloaded directly to the harvest facility on-shore, reducing the need to 
have fish in holding pens and reducing the movement of fish between farming areas (a good biosecurity 
measure). 

Our feed barges are moored, centralised vessels that are remotely controlled from our Hobart office. They 
have been designed to automatically provide feed to our fish pens (without the need for staff on board) and 
we currently have three in Storm Bay, with a fourth arriving next year. The Hogan (another world’s largest) is 
a 600T capacity feed barge, approx. 37 metres long x 12 metres wide and is permanently moored within 
Block 2 of our Farm Lease 261. The Hogan is used to service the larger pens, with its 600T feed silos topped 
up once every two weeks from vessels such as the Huon Supply. The Hope and Hibbs are 320T feed 
capacity Barges, approx. 23 metres long and 12 metres wide, moored within our East of Yellow Bluff lease to 
feed the pens stocked with smolt. The new barge will be another 600T barge servicing Block 1. 

Feed barges house high-tech feed systems that use a pellet-recognition system to determine when the fish 
are hungry and when they are full, which means less wastage and reduced environmental impact. By 
utilising remote operations Huon is enabled to; feed, inspect nets and other infrastructure, remove mortalities 
and monitor the environment from shore. They also serve as a weather station, monitor wave/current buoys 
and capture live video feeds of conditions, ensuring the safety of employees during rough weather. 

Over the past few years Huon has invested more than $100M in our patented Fortress Pens, which are in 
use in some of the roughest farming conditions in the world (Storm Bay). This site is high energy, frequently 
receiving storms swells and gale force winds and the pens continue to withstand the elements. Our Fortress 
Pens contain no steel parts to damage boats or chaff through nets and ropes. We also use light-weight, 
super-strong nets on the pens (made from the same material as bullet-proof vests) which can withstand 
extremely high current flow. 

E N V I R O N M E N T A L  M O N I T O R I N G  

Huon reports to the Environment Protection Authority (EPA) with its Broadscale Environmental Monitoring 
Program (BEMP est. 2009). This government framework is a localised lease-specific monitoring program 
developed by the EPA in consultation with the Institute for Marine and Antarctic Studies (IMAS) and 
Commonwealth Scientific Industry Research Organisation (CSIRO) to monitor key environmental indicators 
within and adjacent to marine farming lease areas and throughout Storm Bay. This program involves 
proposal-specific monitoring of water quality and sediment condition geared to production cycles and 
ongoing broadscale monitoring to assess water quality, sediment condition and reef community structure at 
intermediate and far-field scales. 

Huon’s on-farm monitoring includes: water temperature, salinity, dissolved oxygen, ambient phytoplankton 
and zooplankton, net fouling and marine debris. 

The environment surrounding Storm Bay has been extensively studied under FRDC Project 2015-024, of 
which Huon is a partner.  


