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TASMANIA’S OLDEST TROUT FARM CELEBRATES ITS 55TH ANNIVERSARY  

Issued: 28/01/2020 

Tasmania’s first commercial trout farm, located in Bridport, celebrates its 55th year since opening in 
1964.   

The farm was established by Alec H. Purves of Sevrup Fisheries who studied trout farming overseas 
and worked for Snake River Trout Co., an American company who are now Clear Springs Trout 
Company.  

In 1963, the Tasmanian Government passed legislation to allow commercial trout farming and 
Sevrup Fisheries was granted a license in 1964—in no small part due to Alec’s lobbying.  

In 1991, the Bridport site was sold to Simon Pitney, Huon’s Project Manager, and two others. Simon 
worked very closely with Alec as his mentee, and this knowledge was the foundation of Huon’s trout 
farming operation.  

Duncan Joyce, Huon Aquaculture’s Bridport Hatchery Manger, undertakes operations at the site with 
its history in mind.  

“Sevrup Fisheries were pioneers of trout farming and achieved a great deal with the technologies 
available to them. We are proud of the site’s long history and my team and I carry this in mind when 
we go about our operations today.”  

While the site is in the same place as the original farm, significant upgrades have been made by 
Simon and Duncan’s teams.  

“We have essentially overhauled the site to bring it up to something that works in the way that we 
wanted it to.” 

These updates include replacing the original steel pipeline that came from a tin mine in Derby.  

“We have black and white photos of the pipe being laid so seeing it upgraded, while a necessity, did 
bring with it a tinge of sadness.” 

Duncan said the site is small but is really efficient and packs a punch.  

“We only do small numbers of stock but because of the volumes and the upgrades, we are producing 
our biggest and best fish. This year we smashed our previous trout weight record and had fish going 
to sea in March that weighed in at over 530grams!” 

The hatchery employs five people which includes employees who have been kept on after 
completing training at the site.  

“We had given some University students casual positions so they could get work experience while 
studying and they have been kept on after graduation which is great for us and the town.”  

“It is a really good site for training and I’m very happy to have the opportunity to work with fantastic 
people on a site that is absolutely brimming with history,” finished Duncan.  

https://www.clearsprings.com/
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Huon Aquaculture contact: Pene Snashall psnashall@huonaqua.com.au 0418 313 414   

 

Background:  

• Huon’s Bridport Hatchery produces juvenile Ocean Trout. 
• Ocean Trout grown at Bridport come from eggs produced and fertilised at Huon’s Springfield 

Hatchery near Scottsdale.  
• The hatchery employs six staff all of whom are north east Tasmanian locals. 
• The Bridport Hatchery is the oldest commercial trout hatchery in Australia. 
• Huon Aquaculture has hatcheries in the State’s south at Lonnavale and Judbury, and in the 

north-east at Bridport, Springfield and Millybrook.  
• Ocean Trout from the Bridport Hatchery are put to sea in Huon Aquaculture’s Macquarie 

Harbour lease.  
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