
 
   

COVID-19 (novel coronavirus) update 

Monday, 16 March 2020 

There is no need to stockpile groceries, no need to panic and if you have not been infected 
with the virus, you do NOT need to isolate yourself away from doing usual things, at work 
and at home, provided you are sensible.  In the interests of your own safety, and that of 
your colleagues,  please don't put yourself at a higher risk of contracting the virus - for 
example, don't go to events in confined spaces (even if you think there will be less than 500 
people), minimise direct contact with people (ie don't hug your friend when you see them in 
the street, just say hello) and in general think about your actions. 

But do go and watch the kids play sport, take the dog for a walk, go to the supermarket etc - 
just take sensible hygiene precautions - wash AND dry your hands often and thoroughly, do 
NOT cough or sneeze into the air rather, do so into a tissue (or elbow).  It looks a bit silly 
coughing into your elbow but it is VERY effective at reducing transmission of any virus (NOT 
just the Coronavirus).   Plus, allow distance between you and the next person in line at the 
supermarket, at the petrol station, standing on the sports ground etc (authorities are 
recommending 1.5 metre minimum). 

It's not known how long COVID-19 can survive on surfaces so try to avoid touching railings, 
doors, handles in public areas/buildings etc, if you can. If you can't, exercise sensible 
hygiene; ie wash your hands, use hand sanitiser. 

AND don't take advice about the virus from social media! 

We will abide by all instructions issued by the medical and government authorities WHEN/IF 
any are issued. 

All domestic and international work travel has been placed on hold for a two-week period. 
Any travel between Huon sites can continue however please consider teleconferencing and 
other video conferencing options available. To eliminate risk all visitors to our Parramatta 
Creek and Ingleburn factories will cease immediately (except for pre-approved contractors 
with business-critical work). For the following two weeks, all public sales from Parramatta 
Creek and Hideaway will also cease. 

If you have any questions or concerns, we encourage you to contact one of the People, 
Safety and Culture Team members directly. 

Communicating with you all directly is our priority, so we will be emailing and sending SMS 
updates directly to you. 

 


