
 

 

Did you know that the Southern Hemisphere’s largest vessel that distributes food to 
salmon was built in Margate?  

That’s right! The new vessel, the Hogan, is so big that you could park nine cars in a 
row and they wouldn’t even be as long as the boat. At 400tonnes, it weighs more 
than two fully-grown Blue Whales (the largest whale on Earth!).  

The Hogan is so big that if you counted all of the people that have been building the 
boat (48), and times that by the numbers of hours they worked, it adds up to 27 and 
a half years, with painting the boat taking the equivalent of a little over four years!  

The Hogan also has 260tonnes (260,000 kg) of steel in its hull which is enough to 
build over 288 cars.  

Around the outside of the Hogan you will spot over 100 car tyres. These act as big 
cushions to stop other boats from bumping into the side when they are dropping off 
more fish food or employees. 

Not only is the boat big, it is also very smart—all of the systems on the boat can be 
remotely operated from Hobart. This means that when it is too rough at sea to have 
people out there, the salmon will still have breakfast and dinner served to them by 
people working in Hobart. 

 

 

The Southern Hemisphere’s largest feed barge 



 

Activity: 

1) Research the Blue Whale and write down three facts. 
Hint: visit https://www.nationalgeographic.com/animals/mammals/b/blue-whale/ or 
 https://www.worldwildlife.org/species/blue-whale 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2) Pick two words from the first page of this activity sheet, look them up in the 
dictionary and write down their definitions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3) How many cars would use the 100 tyres from the hull? Hint: you’ll need to 
divide 100 by 4 (show your working out). 

 

 

 

https://www.nationalgeographic.com/animals/mammals/b/blue-whale/
https://www.worldwildlife.org/species/blue-whale


 

Draw a picture of a salmon having breakfast and label what they’re eating. 


