
 

COVID-19 (novel coronavirus) update  

Message from the Board to Staff 

Wednesday, 25 March 2020  

Dear Huon team, 

The Board met this morning to assess the impact of COVID-19 across the company. 

First and foremost, we want to say a huge thank you to everyone for their efforts in 
maintaining business as usual (as much as is humanely possible!).  I know many of you are 
juggling demands from home in terms of caring for loved ones while still trying to source 
essential supplies, and stay positive and connected with friends and family. 

While this is a period of uncertainty please remember that you play a significant part in 
Tasmania’s economy and as Peter and Frances said recently, everyone has to eat! 

Together, we have weathered many challenges over the past 34 years and managing the 
impact of COVID-19 is a substantial challenge, but the senior leadership team has the 
support of the Board to do what is needed to ensure our quality product continues to get to 
market, and the security of jobs is maintained. 

New sales opportunities are being explored and we are actively campaigning government 
(both State and Federal) about opening up freight channels outside of Australia.  We cannot 
predict the long-term financial impact of COVID-19 on this company but we are doing 
everything we can to maintain employment.  We continue to source our goods and supplies 
locally and likewise, we encourage everyone to support local businesses where you can. 

We are grateful for the healthcare and emergency services workers who are caring for 
impacted members of our community but equally, the Board is grateful to the work that you 
are doing across this company.  I repeat, everyone has to eat and if we remain calm, 
continue to focus on the job at hand, look after yourself and your loved ones and those in 
your communities that need a bit of extra support, we will get through this challenge. 

Neil Kearney, Non Executive Chair, on behalf of the Board 

  

 


