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OUR SHARED COMMITMENT TO THE 

COMMUNITY 
Maintaining the integrity of the marine environment and surrounding areas in which we 

farm is a major factor in the decision-making across TSGA members.  

The quality of our fish is a direct reflection of our deep understanding of the local marine 

environment and how we can minimise our impact – on the water column, on the sediment, 

on the marine flora and fauna and on the coastline. 

We recognise the potential harm of marine debris; to the environment, to the enjoyment 

and safety of other users of the waterway and the community more broadly.   

TSGA members will continue to act on our responsibilities in relation to marine debris but 

also acknowledge that we have more work to do in this area. That’s why we will continue to 

remain focussed on; 

1. Actively and continuously reducing marine debris at point source, thus preventing 

debris from entering the waterway. 

2. Collecting marine debris regularly with particular focus on post-weather events. 

3. Collecting marine debris at the request of the community, regardless of source. 

4. Working cooperatively with industry competitors and other users of the waterway to 

minimise and manage marine debris. 

5. Engaging transparently with the community about our policies and practices 

regarding marine debris. 
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INTRODUCTION  
 

IMPACTS OF MARINE DEBRIS 

Marine debris: 

• Causes a hazard to safety for both humans and animals; 

• Impacts the environment; 

• Damages our reputation; 

• Risk our ability to operate – fines, offences and demerit points; and 

• Creates cost from lost equipment and clean-up. 

 

REGULATIONS 

 The marine farming industry is bound by the Tasmanian Marine Farming Planning Act 
1995, the Living Marine Resources Management Act 1995 and the Environmental 
Management and Pollution Control Act 1994. Under Tasmanian law, the following 
applies to all marine farm operators: 

 There must not be any unauthorised marine farming equipment including any rope, 
cable or other devices used for securing marine farming equipment, outside of lease 
areas; 

 All equipment on marine leases must be kept in a serviceable condition;   

 any redundant, dilapidated, or loose marine farming structures and equipment must 
be removed from a lease area at the request of the DPIPWE or MaST; 

 If any part of a marine farming structure or any marine farming equipment break away 
from the lease area, then it must be recovered as soon as is reasonably possible and 
returned to the lease area or otherwise disposed of them in an appropriate manner. 

 

 This Marine Debris Code of Practice has been developed to ensure that all waste and 
rubbish is stored, handled and disposed of in accordance to the following guidelines: 

 Threat Abatement Plan for the Impacts of Marine Debris on vertebrate Marine Life 

 Threat Abatement Plan for the Impacts of Marine Debris on the Vertebrate Wildlife 
of Australia’s Coasts and Oceans 

 DPIPWE Corporate Plan 2018-2022 

 International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships 
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ABOUT THIS CODE OF PRACTICE 
 

SCOPE  

The Code of Practice applies to the Tasmanian Atlantic salmon aquaculture industry to 
provide guidelines for standard aquaculture practices in line with the State Government’s 
‘zero tolerance’ to marine debris. 

 

OBJECTIVES 

 To stop marine debris at its source. 

 To provide further guidance on how to achieve this. 

 

The reduction of aquaculture-derived marine debris must occur immediately and continue 

to improve, assisting the industry to meet the objectives of the State Government’s 

Salmon Plan and relevant legislative controls relating to marine debris. 

 

AIM 

The Code of Practice aims to prescribe specific guidelines to assist with: 

1. Avoiding the creation of marine debris 

 Assessment of general aquaculture practices to highlight preferred 
management practices, including the types of activities that are conducted 
along with the types of waste that are produced (see waste management 
hierarchy). 

 

2. Effectively responding to a marine debris event 

 The development of specific protocols for responding to a marine debris event 
and/or loss of gear, and associated reporting requirements. 

 The development of specific protocols for notifying the public and marine debris 
collectors of shorebird breeding no-go areas prior to conducting any routine 
clean-ups. 

 

3. Traceability and tracking of marine debris 

 The establishment of guidelines for the branding of all floating materials and 
equipment with a unique identifier for individual companies.  

 The establishment of guidelines for the production and maintenance of a 
‘register’ of all floating materials and equipment. 

 Establishment of guidelines for the use of tracking devices. 
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ACHIEVING BEST PRACTICE   

As well as abiding by all Tasmanian government statutory regulations and MAST regulations, 
all operators must adhere to the following as a minimum: 

a. All employees are to be aware of this Code of Practice and its aim to stop debris at 
source. 

b. Minimise the taking aboard of potential garbage such as excess packaging. 

c. All rubbish must be returned to home port or the mothership. 

d. Store all rubbish retained in suitable secure containers for return to port. 

e. As far as practical, and if safe, collect and stow all plastic and floating garbage 
found at sea for disposal on land. 

f. If safe, crews must make all attempts to recover any lost gear immediately. 

g. Report any unrecovered gear immediately to DPIPWE, MAST and Tasmaritime for 
broadcast via VHF Channel 16. 

h. Brand with a unique identifier all floating materials and equipment that has a risk 
of becoming marine debris. 

i. Implement item identification systems, and equipment registers, detailing all 
equipment that can become a potential hazard as marine debris, indicating the 
location, to enable identification of what has been lost and potentially, where it 
was lost from. 

j. Use modern technologies such as AIS or GPS tracking in larger equipment, to 
enable real-time notification of lost equipment and to enable equipment tracking. 

k. Regularly review operational practice to reduce the risk of farm equipment 
becoming marine debris. 

l. On-water crews regularly monitor VHF16 to enable swift action to deal with 
reported debris. 

m. Actively participate in TSGA marine debris programs, including rapid response to 
reports of marine debris. 

 

The salmon farming industry will also endeavour to: 

 Continue to meet its commitment under the Australian Packaging Covenant (APC); 

 Purchase products in bulk and/or concentrated forms wherever possible to avoid excess 
packaging; and 

 Reuse or recycle equipment, containers and packaging where practicable. 
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ACHIEVING BEST PRACTICE   

 

RESPONSIBILITIES 

Senior management 

Each manager is required to ensure that this plan is effectively 

implemented in their areas of control, and to support staff in 

achieving the objectives, and hold them accountable for their specific 

responsibilities. 

Management, supervisors & 

team leaders 

Each line manager, supervisor and/or team leader is responsible, and 

will be held accountable, for taking all practical measures to ensure 

that: 

 Marine Debris policies and procedures are followed in the area 
under their control and that employees are Inducted, trained 
and supervised to meet their requirements under this plan. 

 Employees are consulted and provided feedback regarding 
performance against objectives and the key performance 
indicators of this plan. 

Employees 

All employees are required to cooperate and conduct their work in 

line with marine debris policies and procedures. Provide feedback to 

management to support achieving objectives and key performance 

indicators. 

Contractors and visitors 

All Contractors/visitors engaged to perform work or on the premises 

are required, as part of their contract/visit, to comply with Marine 

Debris policies and procedures and to observe directions on Marine 

Debris management from designated officers. Failure to comply or 

observe a direction will be considered a breach of the policy and 

sufficient grounds for termination of the working contract or visit. 

 

 
  



 

 

TSGA CODE OF PRACTICE | For the Prevention, Control and Re-use of Marine Debris  

 

REPORTING MARINE DEBRIS  

 

THE TASMANIAN SALMON INDUSTRY IS FOCUSSED ON PREVENTION AND 

MANAGEMENT OF MARINE DEBRIS.  

We aim to stop debris at the source – if debris from our industry, please let us know so we can 

retrieve it.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

PHOTOGRAPH item – take 

note of LOCATION 

LOCATION – on the SHORELINE LOCATION – on the WATER 

CALL Hotline 

1300 332 747 

REPORT via 

DebrisTracker 

App  

IT IS a 

navigational 

hazard?  

NOT a 

navigational 

hazard – CALL 

Hotline on  

1300 332 747 OR 

REPORT via 

DebrisTracker App 

 

REPORT as a 

securite to 

TasMaritime 

Channel 16 OR 

CALL MAST  

0418 145 439 



 

 



 

 

 


