
 

  

 

 

 

 

JBS Australia’s acquisition of Huon Aquaculture 

 

About JBS Australia 

JBS Australia, part of the global JBS business, is a meat and food processor in Australia 
with a strong portfolio of leading beef, lamb, pork, and value-added branded products.  It’s 
likely you will recognise a number of our brands, or regularly buy our produce - your local 
butcher probably sells JBS beef from its Great Southern brand, or you may buy Primo 
products from the chilled section at Coles and Woolworths. 

While JBS is listed on the Brazillian stock exchange and has a large US presence, our 
operations in Australia are inherently community and regionally focussed. We don’t operate 
our facilities and businesses like a multinational company, we treat them like a local 
business. Therefore, the value we place on local employment and local economies is of the 
utmost importance.  

The JBS Global operations is under the control of the Global CEO, Gilberto Tomazoni who is 
based in Brazil. Our Australian and New Zealand operations is run by Brent Eastwood as 
CEO, who has over 30 years experience in the Australian business.  

Since 2007, when JBS first came to Australia we have demonstrated a commitment to invest 
and grow our businesses. In Australia, JBS: 

▪ Employs 11,000 people 

▪ Contributes $692 million in wages 

▪ Buys $3.2 billion in livestock from Aussie farmers 

▪ Generates $4 billion in exports 

▪ Generates $15 billion in economic contribution through livestock purchases, 
domestic and export sales, employment and local procurement from local suppliers.  

 

Why JBS is purchasing Huon 

JBS sees immense opportunity and value in the Huon business and building on the legacy 
of the Bender family in Tasmania. Consistent with our acquisition track record in Australia, 
we are committed to investing in the Huon business, maintaining its people and ethical 
farming practices to support its long term sustainable growth. 

Additionally, JBS has the expertise to open up new markets and leverage its strong 
customer relationships, both here and overseas. This will provide major benefits in terms of 
jobs and investment, which will directly benefit local communities and the broader 
Tasmanian State economy. 

 

JBS in Tasmania 

JBS has and continues to invest heavily in Tasmania. Our Longford operation is Tasmania’s 
largest export beef processing facility. It produces high quality grass fed beef for Australia 
and the world. Together with our wholesale business, D.R. Johnston, we employ 370 



 

Tasmanians and pay more than $30 million in annual wages. JBS also purchases around 
$150 million in livestock from local Tasmanian producers and makes around $20 million of 
purchases from local businesses each year.   

Previously, JBS also operated a beef processing facility on King Island, which it acquired 
with the purchase of Tasman Meats in 2008. JBS persisted in investing a lot of capital in the 
facility and negotiated a $12 million loan from the Tasmanian Government to assist with the 
upgrade of the abattoir. In September 2012, after incurring significant financial losses JBS 
closed the King Island facility and repaid the Tasmanian Government loan in full.   

Importantly, JBS is the owner of the King Island Beef brand and continues to transport cattle 
weekly from King Island to its Longford beef processing facility.  

 

Commitment to animal welfare 

JBS unequivocally upholds the highest standards of animal welfare in this country. 

Rest assured, JBS will apply its uncompromising commitment to animal welfare and 
sustainability at Huon and build on the legacy of the Bender family in Tasmania. 

Understandably, Tasmania has the some of the most stringent environmental license and 
regulatory standards in the world and we are committed to meeting and exceeding those 
standards and rigorously applying our continuous improvement approach. 

JBS Australia fully complies with Australian Federal Government animal welfare 
requirements and is certified under the AusMeat - Industry Animal Welfare Certification 
Program (AAWCS) for livestock processing facilities. We are proud of our strong long term 
performance in animal welfare including the introduction of CCTV across all of our 
processing plants and internal and independent external Government and customer audits.  

 

What next? 

JBS has offered to buy Huon for $3.85 per share from Huon shareholders. 

Shareholders will convene at a meeting in October and vote on whether to sell their shares 
to JBS. Frances and Peter Benders, who founded and own a majority of the company have 
stated they will vote in favour of the deal. 

JBS will release more information about the proposed offer closer to the meeting. 

 

For more information please contact John Berry at john.berry@jbssa.com.au  
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