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FEED TRIALS  

• Feed trials are an essential component in researching and developing new fish feed formulations 
and specialised diets.  
 

• Feed trials are conducted in-house in partnership with leading feed companies, and by research 
partners such as IMAS at their Taroona Research Laboratories.    
 

• Huon Aquaculture’s Hideaway Bay site is home to Australia’s only dedicated sea-based fish feed 
trial. Here new diets are fed to a small population of salmon who are closely monitored throughout 
the process to evaluate the performance of the new feed. The salmon involved in these trials are of 
the same genetic stock as the farmed population.  
 

• To determine if a diet has been successful, the fish are monitored for four main areas; Specific Feed 
Rate (SFR), Biological Feed Conversion Ratio (bFCR), Specific Growth Rate (SGR), and condition 
factor. These tell us how much feed the fish need to eat to attain their end weight, and how much 
(relatively) they have grown over the trial period and how this changes their body shape compared to 
length. 
 

• Feed trials are also conducted at Huon’s New Norfolk facility. These trials are undertaken on 
younger fish and are used to develop new diets for the freshwater stage of their lifecycle.   

 
M A R I N E  F E E D  T R I A L S   
Huon has three dedicated marine trial units located at Hideaway Bay near Dover. These facilities are used 
for two purposes; for comparing the performance (i.e. growth, feed conversion and health) of commercially 
available diets, and for testing feed ingredients or feed formulations that could improve the health and 
performance of commercially available diets. Trials are undertaken in these pens every winter and every 
summer so are therefore in operation 12 months of the year. 

These benchmarking trials are undertaken in conjunction with several local and overseas feed companies to 
ensure that Huon is using the best available commercial feeds.  

A recent feed trial at Hideaway Bay has seen BioMar, a leading global feed company, develop a new diet for 
high performance at times when warmer water temperatures are experienced.  
 

F R E S H W A T E R  F E E D  T R I A L S  
Freshwater feed trials are undertaken by feed companies to determine the best diet from the moment fish 
first feed, through to when they are ready to go to sea. These diets provide different essential nutrients at 
each step of the lifecycle to produce the strongest, healthiest juvenile fish.  

At Huon’s New Norfolk facility, BioMar conducts feed trials on pre-smolt, and have recently developed a new 
diet to help smolt adapt to life in saltwater. In addition to trials run in conjunction with feed partners, Huon 
staff run their own trials to benchmark the performance of competing brands of feed for juvenile salmon.  
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