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RSPCA APPROVED FARMING SCHEME  
• The RSPCA Approved Farming Scheme is Australia’s leading independent certification scheme 

focused on animal welfare. 
 

• In 2018, Huon Aquaculture became the first seafood producer to join the RSPCA Approved Farming 
Scheme after satisfying the rigorous animal welfare standards that the RSPCA set for farmed 
Atlantic salmon. 

• For two years prior to joining the RSPCA Approved Farming Scheme, Huon sites and procedures 
were assessed against the RSPCA’s farmed Atlantic salmon Standard.  

• The RSPCA’s Standard focuses on ensuring good fish farming practices, handling, husbandry and 
management. For good fish welfare, fish have space to swim normally in oxygen-rich water and can 
school with other fish, they are handled in a low-stress manner and are slaughtered humanely.  

• Huon’s farms are subject to scheduled and unscheduled assessments, harvest is recorded by CCTV 
and can be reviewed anytime at the request of the RSPCA Approved Farming Scheme. The 
Standards do not support farming undertaken in Macquarie Harbour, so 98 per cent of Huon Salmon 
is RSPCA Approved (inc 21 YC).  

 

 
W H Y  R S P C A  A P P R O V E D ?  
Huon decided to join the RSPCA Approved Farming Scheme as we believe that it reflects our commitment of 
placing fish health and welfare at the centre of our farming operations. It is this ethos that has stood us in 
good stead for the last 35 years and will for many more to come.  

Many certifications and approvals focus solely on the sustainability of operations, but not many put animal 
welfare at centre stage the way RSPCA Approved does. With a growing number of Australians including fish 
in their diets, it’s important that caring consumers have the opportunity to choose a product that has been 
raised to a higher standard of animal welfare. 

By 2025, demand for animal protein is set to double which is why ethical, sustainable farming could not be 
more crucial. We need to farm marine and freshwater species in a way that protects wild stocks, preserves 
the environment and provides safe, healthy food for a growing global population. 

 

T H E  S T A N D A R D  
RSPCA Approved Farming Scheme Standards are based on animal welfare science, RSPCA policy, leading 
farming practices in Australia and overseas and take account of the commercial realities associated with 
farming.  

The RSPCA’s animal welfare standard for farmed Atlantic salmon provide the requirements for rearing, 
handling, transport and slaughter of fish that must be met under the Scheme.  
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The RSPCA encourages producers to exceed these standards as the opportunity arises and commit to a 
pathway of continuous improvement in the welfare of their salmon.  

The standards are reviewed every five years and are publicly-available. 

 

S I T E  A S S E S S M E N T S   
Site assessments are an important measure through which the RSPCA ensures that each member of the 
Approved Farming Scheme is compliant with the relevant animal Standard.   

Huon’s operations are assessed according to a timetable set out in the Approved Farming Scheme 
Operations Manual. The salmon Assessment Program is as follows: 

Farmed Atlantic Salmon • One Evaluation Assessment of specific animal handling 
procedures in each 12-month cycle.  
 

• One Evaluation Assessment of freshwater phase production 
sites in each 12-month cycle. 
 

• One Evaluation Assessment of a marine phase production sites 
in each 24-month cycle. 

In addition to scheduled site Assessments, Huon’s farms are subject to unscheduled Assessments and the 
harvest is recorded by CCTV which can be reviewed anytime at the request of the RSPCA. Only under 
specific circumstances, COVID-19 travel restrictions for example, will remote Assessments be carried out.  

During Assessments, Assessors can be joined by other Assessors, other Certification Body personnel and/or 
contractors, and/or other RSPCA personnel, for observation, supervisory, verification, education, or training 
purposes. During Evaluation Assessments, the following can be taken as evidence of conformance with the 
Scheme and Standard requirements: observations, measurements, photographs, and videos.  

In the event that corrective actions are required, a follow-up Verification Assessment will take place to 
ensure that appropriate actions have taken place. These Assessments can take place with no or little notice 
to producers. In addition, Verification Assessments do not count toward as an Evaluation Assessment as 
they are limited in scope.  

The RSCPA’s Operations Manual can be found here >  

 

W H A T  D O E S  I T  C O S T  T O  B E  R S P C A  A P P R O V E D ?  
The RSPCA Approved Farming Scheme is not-for-profit, with funds paid by licensees (i.e. brands like Huon) 
used only to fund the Scheme’s operational costs, including assessment of farms and production processes 
throughout the year.  Huon pays the RSPCA Approved Farming Scheme an annual licencing fee which 
covers the costs of ongoing assessments and certification, along with management of the Scheme and 
promotion of RSPCA Approved products. 

Huon does not have exclusive rights to RSPCA certification. The Scheme is open to all Atlantic salmon 
farmers in Australia and they too can become RSPCA Approved providing that they meet the requirements 
of the RSPCA’s Standard and are regularly assessed. 

 

W H Y  N O T  M A C Q U A R I E  H A R B O U R ?   
It is no secret that we have concerns over the health of Macquarie Harbour, as does the RSPCA.  

RSPCA is of the view that the current environmental conditions within the harbour present a high risk of poor 
welfare outcomes for the salmon farmed in this location. As a result, they have taken the decision not to 

https://rspcaapproved.org.au/rspca-approved-products/farmed-atlantic-salmon
https://rspcaapproved.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/2020_11_RSPCA_AFS_Operations_Manual_v4.4.pdf
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allow farming of salmon in Macquarie Harbour as part of the RSPCA Approved Farming Scheme’s Standard 
for farmed Atlantic salmon.  

When future independent evidence indicates a sufficient improvement in the water quality and general 
environmental conditions within Macquarie Harbour, this decision will be reviewed. Around 2 per cent of our 
overall production is in Macquarie Harbour and as a company, we have taken proactive steps to mitigate 
against these environmental conditions including installing oxygenation systems on our pens, reducing 
stocking density and bringing forward our harvest. 

 
R S P C A L O G O  O N - P A C K  
At present, 98 per cent of Huon Salmon is RSPCA approved, meaning that they are farmed in Tasmania’s 
South.  

To comply with our agreement with the RSPCA, the RSPCA Approved logo only appears on pack when fish 
from Southern operations, or when specific retail contracts that guarantee fish from Southern Operations, is 
harvested.  

Huon has a detailed harvest plan that sets out when fish are harvested from each site and at no point will 
salmon farmed in Macquarie Harbour be marketed or branded with the RSPCA Approved logo. Huon informs 
RSPCA of plans to harvest salmon from non-RSPCA Approved areas (Macquarie Harbour) to ensure 
compliance with this agreement.  
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